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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU SIGNS EXCHANGE AGREEMENT WITH JAPANESE COLLEGE
CHARLESTON, IL.--A special ceremony highlighting the signing of a
student/faculty exchange agreement between Eastern Illinois University
and a Japanese college was held Wednesday, May 31, at Eastern.
Representatives from Senzoku Gakuen College in Kawasaki, a suburb
of Tokyo, and Eastern signed the agreement in Eastern's Tarble Arts
Center following a private recital by the Senzoku Tokyo Ensemble. The
ceremony concluded with a private reception in the Tarble Arts Center.
The Ensemble, formed by Senzoku Gakuen College faculty who are
nationally and internationally renowned musicians, presented the same
program at the Tarble Arts Center which they performed at Carnegie Hall
on May 27.
-more-
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The ensemble was led by Professor Tsugio Tokunaga, internationally
acclaimed soloist and First Concertmaster of the NHK Symphony, Japan's
leading symphony orchestra.
Members of the Senzoku Tokyo Ensemble include Hiroshi Matsuzaki
(horn); Itaru Morita (bassoon); Tsugio Tokunaga (violin); Nobuo Okada
(viola); Kenichiro Tokunaga (cello); Hiroaki Naka (double bass); Yuji
Murai (clarinet); and Shigeo Neriki (piano).
A delegation of eight administrators and faculty from Senzoku
Gakuen College were led by Senzoku President Toshikazu Maeda. A
delegation of three researchers from the Institute for Social
Engineering in Tokyo were led by the Institute's Chief Researcher
Tetsuhisa Matsuzaki.
The student exchange program will bring 15-20 Japanese students per
year, who have completed their first two years at Senzoku Gakuen, to
Eastern for completion of the last two years of their bachelor's degree
program.
The Japanese students will be proficient in English and will have
completed a two-year curriculum at Senzoku tailored to EIU's curriculum
and General Education requirements.
Senzoku has recently completed similar agreements with Marymount
College (Tarrytown, NY) and Lesley College (Cambridge, MA).
After a recent visit to Senzoku Gakuen, Eastern President Stan
Rives said, "What I found was reassuring. Senzoku specializes in
English, music, and early childhood education--all areas of strength at
Eastern."
Although a full-scale program will not begin until 1991, Rives said
a few of the Japanese students from Senzoku may be admitted to Eastern
prior to then.
-more-
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Rives said the exchange program has advantages for Eastern: "It
will help expose our students, 97 percent of whom are Illinois
residents, to Japanese students and culture. It will do so at no cost
to Illinois taxpayers since the Japanese students will be paying the
full cost of their education (out-of-state tuition is three times the
cost for Illinois residents).
"It will allow some of our faculty, who are interested, to study
and teach in Japan. It will also complement the area economic
development effort which is increasingly concerned with Asian nations,
particularly Japan."
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